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Wilks , 1 


REMEMBER TRE FORMER THINGS OF 
or p: FOR I AM GOD, AND THERE 


18 NONE ELER; 1 AM "GOD, AND 
| THERE Is NONE LIKE ME, DECLAR=- 


* THE END FROM THE BEGIN- 


NING, | AND FROM ANCIENT TIMES 


ARE NOT YET 
L COUNSEL SHALL 


- THE THINGS Ant 
DONE; SAYING, 


— 


Loy” n 


Faun, AND''I WI oe ALL L MY 


* — 


"EAR KEN unto me (aith 
11 God, by the mouth of his pro- 
het) O houſe of Jacob, and all the 


remnant of the houſe of Iſrael, which 
are borne by me from the belly, which 


are carried from the womb: And even 
to your old age 1 am He; and even to 


e bairs will I carry you: 1 have 


Ag - vm 


E 288 *. F Cle F 


DA 


5 5 : ; gf 3 ; SIT. 
ned $428 ; f 1 . 311 
8 THz FALL or F 
* ; R I 


made, and I wil bear; ; even I will 5 
and will deliver 55. Rememb r this 
and ſhew yourſelves men. Remember 
„ . the former things of old: for I am God, 35 
And there is Hong, elſe H am God, and : 


there is none like me; Declaring the 


5 2 end: from: the: bogioning and from: an | 
Bent times the, things: that are : not yet 
| done; ſaying,» My cpunſel ſhall Rand..and 


I will de call-my; Pleaſure. et A an 
_- Theſe words, in their original appli- 
cations alan: Wc} 
fort to- God's peculiar: people ;:by bring | 
ing der their, misds the conſideratiom of 
chat allrwiſe Preuidenęe, by which thenf- = 
fairs of the world. are uniformily: di- 
rected; and thereby inducing them to 
bf derive an aſſurance; of future pr techs 
from the-remembrance of what they had 
RY Uready experienced. .. 6 
Ans ßorwing æ judgment upon the events 
"ily taking place ig the world, meg a 
„„ confine their thopghts to What are 
. called, Ganndar; aul With theig eye 
by ypon, the APY impodiately- em- 


2 — — ————— II. Fee EIA — — 
p 
—_ - 3 
* 


92 Eattl 5 3 | ; LO 8 4 


bara „ 


| 3 op in remark g che effects; pro- 
duced, that the Hand, which holds and 
directs the machine of this world, to t the 
| accompliſhment of the particular pur- 
"poſe which its Divine Conſtructor has in 
view, remains to them inviſible. This 
is a ſpecies of Atheiſm, or living with- 
out God; from which, if any wiſdom is 
to be gained from experience, it might 
be expected that this old age of the 
world ſhould have been totally exempt. 
One ſect, indeed, among the Heathens, 
when in their loweſt and darkeſt ſtate, 
and that ſect long abhorred by the reſt 
for its folly and impiety, was ſuffered to 
adopt the abſurd idea, that the Maker of 
the world did not concern himſelf with 
the affairs of it. But thoſe of the Hea- 
_ thens, in whoſe minds the principles of 
natural religion were not totally extin- 
guiſhed, looked from the immediate 
effect, throu gh the inſtrumentality of hu- 
man means, up to ſome ſuperior Cauſe ; 
4 the .controul of which the events of 


44, 8 


My SE 


"the; world worth. 3 2 1 ned. 
| This idea of dependanc 


the devil's malice, their Deen 


being, properly ſpeaking, but effects de- 
rived from the agency of that great pri- 


| pliſbment of events with their, predic- 
tion, to be pre pared for the more general 


future. affairs of the world. a; 2 1 


dane upon ſome aver- 

tuling power, ſo fat as it prevailed, made 

them, at leaſt, religious beings; although; 
in conſequence of [their -ignorance, and 


directed. to its proper object. e 
0 us, Chriſtiane, che arm of the: Sk 
bas been, revealed, and is continually re- 

vealing. We Chriſtians know nothing 


of /ecandary. cauſes; What are called ſuch 


mary Gaufe, which ordereth all things 4 
both in heaven and in earth. By the 

ſure word of prophec Ys, we are enabled 
to trace ome of theſe effects in the myſ- 
terious Ways of an oyer- ruling Provi- 
dence ; and by comparing the accom- 


mpliſhment of the b WAlka in 0 


Known only unto God abe ry his; _ 
works from the begzinnigg. It is, there · 5 
fore, 


6. ® 3 "Y . 
* » 8 hy * E 
* 8 a - n 
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. 1568 — diffidence, that ſhorts 
ſighted man muſt venture to pronounee 
upon them. The idea of prophecy, is 
chat of a light ſhining in a dark place. It 
muſt be followed then with the pruden= 
tial caution of thoſe who are, as it were; 
feeling their way as they go along; not 
with the bold confidence of men walk . 
ing by the light of a mid -· day ſun. 
It was a juſt obſervation of a great 
n 8 , that God gave the prophecies, 
not to gratify men's curioſities, by ena- 
cling them to foreknow things; but that 
after they were fulfilled, they might be 
interpreted-by the event ; and his. own 
providence, not the interpreter's, be then 
' manifeſted to the world. LR. 
hut although Divine Wiſdom, in FR 
preditions vouchſafed to man, did not 
| intend to furniſh him with that complete 
knowledge, calculated to produce imme- 
diate conviction, with reſpect to the cir- 
eumitances and certainty of any Pare 


a” 


5 9 Vir Iſaac Newton. 


cular 


. ITY FALL: or . 


in thus farnitbing him hs inns 
for future ſatisfaction, and thereby raif 
ing an attention to the progreſs of hu- 
man concerns to keep alive in his mind 
dhis awful conſideration that the fate f 


ðproceedin gs will be uniformly determined 
| by the condition of t e parties concerned. 


2 Wenne and to o pull down. 
whom I have ee fi my turn Sin 


build, and to plant it; if it do evil in my 
ght, that it obey not my voice, * 1 
will repent of the go 
1. would benefit them. eee, R 


cular event; he ne 


nations is in the hands of that Being, 
10 will do all his pleaſure,” and whoſe 


„At what inſtant (aich God) F ſhall | 
ſpeak concerning a nation, and concerning 


6 


their evil, I will repent: of the evil that 


I thought to do unto. them. And at 


what inſtant I ſhall: ſpeak concerning a 
nation, and concerning a kira, to 


bod: where with I ſaid 


&c. 
; 1 we _ with this light of prophecy 
ab!t> 9 | Cs before 


1 


2 3 — 3 
DIE 
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; ä u remain ins an  heatheniſh tte £ 


2 all-wiſe roviden 
4 Gtd's — earth, nei- 


dhe ſigns of the times, in which, perhaps, 
ve are deeply intereſted; it is to be feared 
chat a judicial blindneſs has been ſuffered 
to paſs upon us, ſimilar to that which, at 
ac: memorable period. paſſed upon the 


J ewiſh- nation; when the day of their 
viſitation was drawing ta an end, and the 


day of Divine enen was s about to 
_ upon them. moe 

> Inireading the hiſtory of mhankingd, 10 
ate, at times, at a loſs to account for ef- 
fects, apparently ſo unſuited to the cauſes 
from which: they proceed, that we feel 
ourſelves unable to trace out the connec- 
tion between them. The reaſon is; that 
our judgment being directed by general 
principles, in caſes where the common 


ſtandard of policy and experience fails us, 
there ſeems to be no rule left by which 
to regulate our decifion. Thus, for in- 


LD LS ſtance, 


cher take heed to our ways, nor diſcern * 


3 cute, cock as i mere the theory apa 
= | Gagacity. hubs been Snakes 3 to man, oy 
| qualified to trace the ſeveral ſucceſſive 
* parts of that entire ſcheme which Divine 
| Providence is carrying on, detached: and 
apparently caſual events appear irregul 


and di proportioned which, were Wey 


* * 
EX 


| ſeen in connection with their corre ſpond- 

| ing parts, would be found effentially ne- 

 ceflaty to the harmony and EY F 
the ſyſtem to which they belong. 

It is only when we are e as it 
were, within the veil, and read the hiſ- 
: tory of mankind as it has been written by 
the pen of inſpiration, that we are en- 

abled to ſpeculate, with any degree of 
advantage, upon the otherwiſe unaccount- 


, able. .events which have taken place, and 
which are naw taking place in the world. 


Aongh: we 4 but through a glaſs 
| * 


rar AL ROME. 2 13 ; 


darkly; yet, by the Divine light duly r 

tended to, we are enabled to ſee enough 5 
to convince us, that from the foundation 

of the world, the all-wiſe Governor has 
had a great ſcheme to accompliſh i in it-; 

which a ſeries of ſucceſſive events, ex- 
tending through the whole courſe of 
man's hiſtory, ſo as to furniſh to the ſe⸗ 
veral ages the means of a freſh and Mill 
| growin g conviction, is deſigned to bring, 
in the fullneſs of time, to wn" matu- 
rity. 
13 The 5 80 e we 1 was 5 
: created for the promotion of God's ho- 
nour, not only in the works of nature, as 
they are called, but particularly in that 
more ſublime work of Grace, which 


” none. but the wiſe ſhall underſtand ;' py 


that it might ſerve as a conſpicuous ſtage. 
for the exhibition of ſome of the im- 
portant ſcenes of Chriſt's ſpiritual king- 
dom. With this idea in view, we ſhall 

not be ſurpriſed to find the moſt ſtriking : 
_ diſplays of God's moral government in 

the world, e in the accompliſh- 


ment 


9 — 


» Desi 412 ITY 1 ö 


ment of the great 0 ject for end b 
framed it; and? * owe? and e eee As 


— F ? . : # x . 4 . % 2 
1 ' 8 8 ; 
i : fy JW. 


} 


. mentality — heceifary, en Sub 
ſervient to 


the pregreſſive advancement 


of that kin dom, harm is ws he end'to 


rule overall. | 12 8¹ 


Whilſt 0 4 #6d-peliticids} in er 


Ny 59, ewe been intent on proſecuting their 


reſpective pla: 
intereſt and ambition; we. ſee them; as 


s, with an eye t worldly 


they ate re preſented to us in ſacred ſtory, 
acting only x ſubordinate part in that 
amazing diſpenſation, /hich Divine Wiſ- | 
dom has decreed to accompliſh in Chriſt; 
which ſball no' ſooner attain to that ful- 
neſs: to which the changing ſcenes of the 
world have been ſueceſſively dif; poſed to 
bring it, than the actors in this great 
drama will be diſcharged, and the ſtage 
taken down. Then cometh the end, that 
awful period, when all the myſterious 
cbuncils of Heaven, fo far as this world 

m, ſhall be brought to 


= 


PAPAL ROME, ig 


in the Chriſtian diſpenſation * ſhall de- 


| liver up the kingdom to God, even the 


Father; when he ſhall have put down 

all rule, and all authority and power ; for 

He muſt reign, till He hath Tom all ene 
mies under his fee. 
Our concluſion from the W 


conſiderations is, that the hiſtory deli- 
vered by the inſpifed penmen, was not 


deſigned ſo much to gratify the curiolity, 


as to raiſe the hope, eſtabliſh the faith, 
and confirm the practice of its pious 
reader. For, whilſt the account which 


it has given of the Jewiſh people, thoſe 


primary objects of the Divine favour, has 5 | 


been ſomewhat particularly marked ; it 
preſents him with no connected ſeries of 
tranſactions, or circumſtan tial detail of 


bo facts, from which any adequate judg- 
ment can be formed of thoſe other na- 


tions, which are in ſucceſſion brought 
forward; but points out only certain de- 
tached events, which become worthy of 
record from the relation which they bear 
to the e Church: at the ſame time that it 


— — —— cb nn rn ut — — 


my 


2 16 5 * n FA LL TY 


paſſes over in total filence 7 * 
nations, not inferior in 
quence to thoſe introduced to notice, ap- 
parently for no other reaſon, than be- 
ctauſe the circumſtances. of their ſtory 


OT in this light, as the ſource not of general 


o eee n 
9 . R e 
: p 8 I 1 Pre: 
8 5 1 14 3 
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extent or conſe= - 


are unconnected with the advancement | 


of; Chriſt's kingdom. NS 


' Whoever conſiders Gi Sand Hiſtory 


but particular informa tion, and that of 


the. moſt important kind, will, through 


Divine grace, have his mind Prepared 
for the admiſſion of that ſpiritual know- 
ledge, to which it was deſigned to mi- 
In ſuch caſe, from the events 


recorded, he will early. ſee n. has : 


3 | . hes s af bis 


Church in the ark, through its patri- 
archal ſtate, and its ſeveral ſucceſſive 


tages of oppreſſion, pilgrimage, and ſet- 
_ Hement in Canaan; to the more com- 
plete eſtabliſhment of it in glory in the 


reign of Solomon. From which memo- 
able «coal the 48 of it becomes a 
5 0 5 * 


4 * 


- 


- 


298 PAPA L RO M K. | „ 1 
| Roi in en with that of: 


the: four great empires, which became 
inſtruments, in the hand of God, for its 
exaltation or depreſſion, 3 in proportion to 


the purity or corruption of its faith. 


Whilſt to convince us, that attention to 
he exiſtin g circumſtances of the Church N 
was the ſpring upon which the whole 
machine of Divine government turned, 
. we are given to underſtand, as Moſes 
was reſpecting Pharaoh, that for this 
purpoſe. were theſe empires raiſed up; 
that by their inſtrumentality, the pur- 
poſes of God might be carried into ef- 
fe, and © His name be W tro0gh 
all the earth,” a 
And leaſt Rs economy of the Divine 
diſpenſation ſhould paſs unobſerved by 


men immediately engaged in the buſy 


ſcene, or remain undiſtinguiſhed amid 


the various and infinitely involved tranſ- 
actions of the nations concerned in it; it 

pleaſed God, by the ſpirit of prophecy, 
at times, ſo far to draw aſide the vail, as 


* 


4 N 


Fr - 11 ATL TY . 
in ſoms of the moſt memorable wh ces 
to point out the arm that performed the 
work ; that thoſe who were not wilfully 
blind, and who followed the prophets 
ditection to · ſeek out of the book of 
the Lord and read,” (IJaiah, 'xXXiv. 16.) 
; might be Eonſtfinetl to acknowledge, 
that it came forth from the Lord of 
Hoſts, which is wonderful in counſel, 
and ann, in working.” 1s viii 
29. 44 
2 "Thus en God's 9 were * : 
be tevealed - againſt an idolatrous and 
finſul nation, the boaſting Aſſyrian is 
: pointed out as the rod of chaſtiſement 
upon the occaſion :* I will ſend him 

| (fays God by the mouth of his prophet) 
* againſt an "hypocritical nation; and 
| againſt the people of my wrath will 1 
=” give him a charge, to take the ſpoil and 
| 5 to take the prey, and to tread them 
3 5 down like the mire of the ſtreets. 
II. x. 6. At the fame time to convince 
8 us that this proud conquerof was a mere 
inſtrument for catrying the Divine pur- 
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5 poſe into execution 3 the prophet pro- 
ceeds to fay ; ** Howbeit, he meaneth not 


ſo, neither doth his heart think ſo ; but 
it is in his heart to deſtroy and cut off 


nations not a few.” Iſ. x. 7. 
Thus, again, at a ſubſequent period 
of the Jewiſh ſtory, when God was 


pleaſed to look with an eye of pity upon 


his choſen people, Iſaiah is commiſſioned 
to raiſe their hope, and awaken their ex- 
pectation of - deliverance, by expreſsly 
marking out the inſtrument which ſhould, 
in the fullneſs of time, be provided for 


the purpoſe. * Thus faith the Lord” 


(in the following ſublime language, II. 
xlr.) © to his anointed, to Cyrus, whoſe 
right hand I have holden , to ſubdue na- 
tions before him. For Jacob my ſervant's 

ſake, and Iſrael mine elect, I have even 
called thee by thy name; I have ſur- 
named thee, though thou haſt not known 


me. I am the Lord, and there is none 


elſe, 'there is no God beſide me: I 
girded thee, though thou haſt not known 
me: That "oy may know from the 


B 2 riſing 


| A 
4 


ö THE FALL 0 


. * the un and from = weſt, 4 
that there is none beſides me; I am the 
Lord, and there is none elſe. I form 
bee light, and create darkneſs: I make 
* peace, and create evil: I the Lord do all 
N theſe things.—1 have made the earth, 
and created man upon it: I. even my 
hands, have. ſtretched out the heavens, 
and all their hoſt have I commanded. . I 
have raiſed-him up in righteouſneſs, and 
I will direct all his ways: he ſhall build 
my city, and he ſhall let go my captives, 
not for price nor ah _ the Lord 
l e 
| Laſtly, in the final dre of Ha 85 
Tt | film, that moſt memorable event in the 
| Jewiſh ſtory, though the particular in 
| ſitrument employed in it was not marked 
irt che circumſtances which at- 
* tended it were in ſome inſtances ſo con- 
trary to every probable conjecture that 
miele reaſonably have been formed upon 
the ſubject, as plainly to point out the 
power that over- ruled the ways of men 
on een and made them miniſter, 


even 


—— — SO —— — — 
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1. Fiir | ua AS. 
LET 
?' * — 


AAT * Mr 21 
even in n ſpite of themſelves, to the exe - 
cution of God's deſign. Thus the Ro- 
man Eagle, which had heretofore been the 


protecting ſtandard of the Jewiſh nation, 
became the enſign of deſtruction to their 


5 devoted city; and of ſuch a deſtruction 


as did not leſs correſpond with the ge- 
nerous character of the Roman people, 
than it did with the mild diſpoſition of 
the prince deſtined to carry it into effect: 
a deſtruction, which was puſhed to ſuch 
_ deſperate extremities, for the manifeſt 
purpoſe of filling up the meaſure of 
Divine vengeance againſt a corrupt peo- 
ple; that the word which had gone forth 
from the mouth of the Lord reſpecting 
the temple, © that not one ſtone ſhould be 
left upon another which ſhould mot be 
thrown down, : might be n ful- 
. filled. | 

If the word of prophecy be confidired 
in the light in which it has been here 
placed, as deſigned to give an inſight into 
the grand ſcheme of Divine Providence, 
5 Which has been carrying on from the be- 
B 3 - Sjaningy 


„ Fry FALL” or 


ginning; and which i is travelling e 
tts perfect completion at Chriſt's ſeoond 
+ coming, ſufficient to awaken attention to 
' the events that are taking place in the 
© world, and thence raiſe the thoughts of 
man to that Being whoſe © counſel thall 
ſtand, and who will do all his pleaſure,” 
—it will prove the means of furniſhing 
thoſe leſſons of profitable inſtruction, 
which the experience of former times 
is calculated to convey ; and for which, 
it is preſumed, the ſacred records have 
15 a great meaſure been preſerved. | 
From thoſe prophecies, which already 

— thave confeſſedly been completed, we 
are led to look forward with con fident 
lex pectation, to the as punctual accom- 
pliſhment of ſuch as ſtill remain unful- 
filled. Though the viſion may be yet 
for an appointed time, at the laſt it 
| ſhall ſpeak. and not lie; though it tarry, 
we muſt wait for it; becauſe it ſhall 
ſurely come, it will not tarry.” Hab. ii. 3. 
One great part in the Divine economy 
of man's e in the working of 
| > which 
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1 God was pleaſed to confine chiefly 
to the miniſtry of one particular people, 
has long ſince been brought to the pre- 
ciſe period of its accompliſhment at 
Chriſt's firſt coming in humility. We 
are now entered upon that part of the 
Chriſtian ſcheme, which is moving for- 
ward, under Divine direction, by ſlow per- 
haps, but certain ſteps, to its full and 
final completion ; at Chriſt's ſecond com- 
ing in glory. | 
In proportion as we advance towards 
the grand conſummation of Chriſt's 
ſpiritual kingdom upon. earth ; when all 
the myſterious councils of Heaven, re- 
ſpecting that ſubject, ſhall be brought to 
a determinate iſſue at the great day of 
account; every ſcene in the divine diſ- 
penſation becomes more deeply intereſt- 
ing. The predictions which relate to the 
condition of the Chriſtian church in the 


latter times, come home to ourielves: 


and to our children; as to the parties 
immediately concerned in them. Some 


great events {ill remain to be accom- 
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 pliſhed, before the Chriſtian faith that 
gain that univerſal prevalence in the 
world, to which the language of Reye- 
tion has taught us to look forward; 
| when the fullneſs of the Gentiles being 
come in, « the earth ſhall be filled with 
the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the ſea.” If. xi. . 
Preparatory to this glorious æra, a \grgat b 
2 Antichriſtian power, that has exalted it- 
fſelf in the temple of God, is to be brought 
| 1down and deſtroyed. But the preciſe | 
period when this event ſhall take place, 
not having been diſtinctly marked, we 
are left to collect evidence upon the ſub- 
ject, from thoſe correſponding ſigns of 
the times, which were graciouſſy intend- 
ed to keep alive a due attention to the 
progreſſive advancement of the Chriſtian 
diſpenſation; that by marking the accom- 
pliſhment of thoſe predictions, which the 
changing circumſtances of the world in 
regular ſucceſſion bring forward, the in- 
Habitants of it might be prepared for that 


glorious reign of righteouſneſs, to which 
: the 


25 
the Divine economy, in the affairs of the BE. 
church upon earth, was 8 N to con- — 
duct them. 
We are expreſ: yt told char the pro . | 
_ cies concerning Antichriſt © are ſhut up- 
and ſealed till the time of the end.” 
_  ' To repreſs the vain confidence of raſh 
_ conjecture, we are hereby given to under- 
ſtagd, that theſe prophecies are to'be ex- 
plained only by events: that they are lock- 
ed up, till Time, that great revealer of all 
things, ſhall bring the key with him to e 
as it were their contents to the world. 
| That important period is, it is pre- 
ſumed, now faſt approaching. ' 4 
It has been the general received opinion 
in the Proteſtant world, that the predictions 
Vvhich relate to the apoſtate ſtate of Chriſ- 
tians in the latter days, have immediate 
application to the Papal church of Rome. 
That Papal Rome was the Babylon of 
the Revelations, out of the communion of 
whoſe church Chriſtians are commanded 
to come forth, was the principle upon 
Which the Reformation in this country 
| proceeded 
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proceeded. - And the more chis important 
ſubject has been inveſtigated, the more 
ſtrongly has that principle been confirm- 
EET. oa in the mind of every impartial reader. 
* Conſidering this ſubject then as no 
ern 2 ſubject for controverly ;' I pror 
ceed to point out ſome circ nces, 

ubich preſent events force, as it were, 
uVpon immediate notice; with the view of 
impreſſing upon your mind, by way of 

antidote to the growing infidelity of the 
au, a full conviction of the ſuperintend- 
= ing providence of that all-wiſe Governor 
ll of the univerſe, © whoſe counſel ſhall 


unnd, and who will do all his pleaſure.” 
l _- The Papal power has long been upon 
1 the decline. It received an irrecoverable 


wound at the period of the Proteſtant Re- 
formation; ſince which time it has been 
gradually ſinking into an inſignificance 
e W to its final extinction. That 
event has now taken place; an event in 

/ which all nations are more or leſs con- 
\ cerned, For in the accompliſhment of 
an important . DN; _r 
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1 as en of Chriſt's kingdom upon 
earth, what nation can be unintereſted ?__ 
We ourſelves, whom the wiſdom of 
our forefathers long fince delivered from | 
the corruptions of that church; upon 
which the cup of the wine of the 
fierceneſs of a God's wrath” ſcems now to 
be pouring forth; may perhaps be more 
deeply concerned in the event, than our 
flirſt thoughts on the ſubject may lead us 
do imagine. If the fall of Antichriſt is) 
to prepare the way for a general and 
complete eſtabliſhment of primitive Chriſ- 
tianity, which Divine Revelation has 
taught us to expect; we of this nation, 
with what truth ſoever we may boaſt of 
the ſpiritual advantages we enjoy, have 
ſtill much to hope, and much to en 
from ſuch an event. 
Indeed, if there be a way left to ſtop 
the progreſs of infidelity, by ſtriking con- 
viction into the hearts of unbelievers; it 
muſt be the contemplation of a prophe- 
cy now actually fulfilling under our eyes. 
If there be a way left to bring Chriſtians | 
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to * unity of faith and 3 effen. 


Z 15 tial to that charity which is the bond of 
1 - abt,” and the characteriſtie of 
„ Chriſt's religion; it muſt be by directing 


_ their attention to the progreſs of that diſ- 
penſation, which the Divine Head of the 
Church is carrying on for _ oh xa of . 
its members. 

Divine Revelation has given us to un- 
ſickly that many kings, * whoſe hearts 
God had prepared to fulfill his will, ſhould 
agree and give their kingdom unto the 
beaſt ; until the words of God ſhould be 
| fulfilled,” And that theſe kings, after 
they had been overcome by the Lamb of 

854 ſhould reaſſume to themſelves their 

oon power, and “ ſhould hate that great 

city, called by the Spirit of God, the 
abbare; and make her deſolate and 
naked. „Rev. XVI. I 3, &c. 

It is with a mixture of diffidence and 

6 Felf-abaſement that we ought either to 

think or ſpeak of any of God's diſpenſa- 

tiovs. The ways of Heaven are far 
above out > our ſight: we can neither 
fathom 


fe 
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Sth6m the depth of the councils, nor can 
we in many inſtanceseven comprehend the 
wiſdom of the means made uſe of for the 
accompliſhment of the Divine purpoſes. 
But there is a line to be drawn between 
that arrogant preſumption which affects 
to ſee more than the light of Revelation 
was deſigned to point out; and that 
ſenſeleſs. ſtupidity, which is too ſhort- 
lighted to ſee any thing. We are told in 
the Book of Revelations, that, Bleſſed 
is he that keepeth the ſayings of the pro- 
_ phecy” contained in it. From whence 
we conclude, that theſe ſayings were gra- 
ciouſly deſigned to keep alive the atten- 
tion of the Chriſtian to the changing 
fortunes of the church, that he might 
thereby be prepared to profit by the 
events deſtined to take placdge. 
Thoſe; therefore, who do. not ſee ate 
aalen of one prominent part 1 
this prophecy, in the preſent fallen ſtate 1 
of the Papal] power, ſeem either to want 
that portion of diſcernment which belongs! 
to intelligent beings; or to be unhappily 
in 


N - 
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ef in a condition fimilar to that in "which 
_ 1Joſephus * deſcribes his countrymen 
to Nee been when © they made a jeſt 
- _of divine things, and derided; as ſo many 
lenſeleſs m and juggling impoſtures, 
the ſacred oracles of their prophets, which 
were t then fulfilling before their eyes. 
We have ſeen that nation, whoſe 
EE. mer ſovereigns contributed much to the 
d elevation of the Papal throne, now em- 
pPlwVẽUyed as the more immediate inſtru- 
ment in God's hand, to pull down the 
idol that has been ſet up in the Temple ; 5 
whilſt the Roman Catholic princes of 
Europe either ſtand afar off, for fear of 
what may be coming upon them; or ſe- 
1cretly approve the downfall of a power, 
whoſe yoke they have been ſome time 

1 pteparing to throw off. 
And is an event of this 3 kind to 
be ranked among the ordinary occurrences 
of the world? Shall we fee a power 
: waeck had exalted. itſelf abe oy 


DF nip power, 
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/ whoſe thundering anathema had 


for 2805 made the moſt deſpotic ſovereigns 

- tremble in their palaces, yielding up with - 
out a ſtruggle the ghoſt of its departed, 
tyranny, and not conclude that © this is 
God's doing, and that it is n in 
our eyes; 

Should conviction be antigen upon chis 
— we have but to advert to the 
means by which this extraordinary event 

has been brought about. God's ways, it is 
to be remembered, are not as our ways, 
nor his thoughts as our thoughts. When 
therefore ſuch means are employed in the 
; production of a certain end, which to us 
ſhort-ſighted mortals appear leaſt calcu- 
lated for the purpoſe, i it ought to furniſh an 
argument in favour of that ſuperintend- 
ing Providence, by which the affairs of 
this world are directed. | 
The humours, the paſſions, and preju- 
1 ths of mankind, being under the con- 
troul and direction of that Being who 
* faſhioneth the hearts of men, many 
their hands, and guideth their ſteps ;” 
we ought not to be furprived that things, 
bad 


= 32 rn 7 ALL 6 N 
dad in ae nature, and to buman gl 
judgment unſuited to the object, ſhould 
— become acceſſory to che ac- 
„ compliſhment of the Divine will. | 
5 faſſering, thoſe worſtof evils, undepthe . : 
rteection of Divine wiſdom, have bee: .made 
| inſtrumental to the production of the 
greateſt good. ¶ The moſt wicked act that 
was ever rr in the world, brought 
glory to God, and ſalvation to fallen nn. 
And in the inſtance now immed 
fore us, the infidel philoſophers of Fr rance, 
who ſet out with the mad idea of extir- 
pating Chriſtianity, will, in God's hand, 
become the means of I its more extenſive 
If . FE wh ways of Provident are 
3 obſcure and intricate, it ĩs he 
cauſe they were deſigned ſo to be. Ve- 
rily, (faith the prophet) thou art a God 
that hideſt thyſelf. —Iſ. xlv. 15.—And 
be hides himſelf, it is preſumed, for the 
following gracious reaſon ; becauſe a life 
of faith grounded upon partial revelation, 
is better ſuited to man in a ſtate of pro- 
| bation, than a life of 1 knowledge. 
f 8 
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n vas the remark of * one of our 
eateſt men, who had beſtowed much 
5 wow upon the prophetic writings; 
that « the tyranny of Popith ſuperſtition - 
muſt be put a ſtop to, and broken in 
pieces, by the temporary prevalence of 
infidelity, before the reign of primitivey 
Chriſtianity ſhould be extended over the 
world. 14; 
When we confider, vie in chele en- 
lightened days, as they are called, a ſyſte- 
matic plan has been regularly ſet on 
foot for the abolition of Chriſtianity; and 
that it has been ſo far carried into effect, 
that an heretofore Chriſtian nation, re- 
nouticing in its public character the wor- 
thip of the true God, has dared,” in con- 
firtnation of its impious apoſtacy, openly 
to deſecrate his temple, by a public ex- 
hibition of an heatheniſh ſervice ; we feel 
ourſelyes at fome loſs to account for fach 
a ſtrange proceeding upon any known 
principles by which rational men have 
— heen heretofore directe ed. But when we 
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ſhutting God as it were out of the world, 


from reſtraint, has opened the floodgates 


that this mad plan, after having directe 


ſee that this wild and ſenſeleſs plan of 
which, by ſettin 4 the natural man looſe 


of immorality, and let in a deluge of 
crimss and vices. of every kind, to the 
\ diſgrace. of humanity, and the utter dif- 
organization of ſociety: when we ſee, 


its deſtructive force againſt all the Catho- 
- bc princes of Europe, - has at length ſuc- 
ceeded in ſweeping away that arch of 
tem poral power, which bas long ſup- 
ported the coſtly edifice of Papal ſuper- 
ſtition; we can have little doubt upon 
our minds, with reſpect to the end de- 
figned to be accom pliſhed by lit. 5 

The groſs corruption of genuine Chriſ- 
tianity generated by degrees that infide- 
ity, which, in the wiſdom of Him, who 
bringeth good out of evil, has been em- 
ployed as the inſtrument of deſtruction 
to the parent which gave it birth. Upon 
this occaſion, therefore, we are leſs en- 
gaged in deploring the wickedneſs and 


folly of men who are atteroptin g to eſta- 
1 bliſh 
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blih a government on the ruins of Chaiſ- 
tianit „than in tracing and adoring the 
myſterious plans of Ant Being. g 
maketh the very vi 
ſter to the advancement of his maſt- gra- 
cious purpoſes ; and we look: forward 
with humble confidence to that glorious 
day, when the voice of the. infidelſ and 
blaſphemer being heard. no more, [every 
tongue ſhall join in the ſong of the 
Lamb, x great and marvellous are 


{wet Ir 


and, true are hy 1 ways, 0 King of 
Saints.” 2 Rev. xv 3. | 

The, time allotted. to diſcourſes of this 
nature, pot allowing full juſtice to be done 
to this intereſting ſubject, I haſten to that 
concluſion, which ſeems to be 1 
out to immediate attention. A2 
Should it be thought that, as Protef- 
annnts, we have no direft concern in the 

_ prophecy reſpecting the fall of Anti- 
chriſt, becauſe we are long ſince come 
out of that church, i in which this Man of 
Ju 1s ſuppoſed to haye exalted himſelf; 
Ca it 
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it thay nevertheleſs well deſerve YT I 
tion, ſotne leſſon of inſtruction, 
3 to . own church and nation, 


*6f "A 


is not to be derived from the © 


ſtances which e n ow wy to 
"2 What event. 


As 2 — we are in 1 oF the 


2 moſt pure and apoſtolic Church in the 
word. In our national character, we 


have neither 6penly renounced Chtiſti- 
anity, nor haye we formally pulled down 
the altar of our God, to erect that of 


1. As yet, thetefore, 
thanks be to God, we are, profeſſionally 


at leaſt, a religious nation. The wife and 


people of this country, 


| yakeets as a body, will not facrifice that 


hope of happineſs which is built upon 
the doctrine of the Croſs, to the empty 


dreams of an atheiſtic Philoſophy ; nor 
Will they put the ſecurity and comfort 
they enjoy under an happy Eftabliſhment, 
to the experiment of modern reformation. 
They have not yet, I truſt, been ſo far 


oiled ad vain- deceit, what pains ſoever 
1 have 
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babe been taken to corrupt them, as to 
forget that leſſon of their Bible, which 
has taught them to look up to God as 
the all- wiſe Governor of the univerſe 3 
and that without a religious fear im- 
preſſed upon the human mind, there can 
be no ſuch thing as ſociety in the world. 
They have marked the fruits of the con- 
trary doctrine; and they turn from the 
diſgraceful ſcenes with that mixture of 
humiliation, horror and diſguſt, which 
every Chriſtian muſt feel, when he ſees 
to what 'a wretched ſtate of depravity 
man may be ſunk, when, in conſequence 
of having turned his back upon his God, 
he is left under the uhcontrouled ow 
nion of his fallen nature. 
| Theſe conſiderations throw an occa · 
fronal gleam of hope acroſs the darkened 
proſpect that ſurrounds us. When we 
cConfider the ſpecial mercies by which our 
reformed Church has been eſtabliſhed, 
reſtored, and from time to time preſerved 
in this country, we truſt that the God of 
our fathers will not fotfake his people 
3 „ 6% * 3 for 
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for his great name fake; begab it hach 
5 pleaſed theI:drd&tomake:us his prople. 
7 But that Wwe may not truſt in vain, 
itt becomes acccſlarto-conhdarmell on 
5 condition: encrertsT; 6 SHOTEIW. Bag} Das 
1 God M0 created the i and pre.” =” 
: 8 1 ſerves it for the ſake. of his Church, wil 
; 238 62 be governed i in His dealings with men os 
Þþ their ſubſerviency to his general deſign. 


= When therefore the light of Divine truth 
= ſhineth in vain, the car dleſtick which 
1 provided for the purpoſe of holding 

d preſerving it, will be removed, and 

= |. man left in darkneſs. We have ſeen 

= what has been the fate of the once famous 

= Churches of the eaſt. The judgment now 

Paſſing upon the corrupt Church of Rome 
1 immediately before our eyes. And if 
that infidel nation, which is now diſor- 
ganizing every ſtate of Europe, ſhould be 

permitted to prevail, againſt this country, 

it will be, decauſe a want of religion, and 

a conſequent want of principle among its 
inhabitants, have called for; ſo ſevere a 
ponifhmerity. It is a; conſfiatien ee 


to 
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td think, that the gates of hell ſhall not 
finally prevail againſt the Church. At 
the ſame time, it is a conſideration big 
with importance to every paſſing genera- 
. tion, that the ſtate of the Church in any 
country forths the ſtandard by which the 
protection of Divine Providence is uni- 
formly regulated. 1 Thoſe that honour 
me, (ſays God) I will honour ; and thoſe 
that deſpiſe me e ſhall be r eſteem- 

ek N 

It is not cafficient, therefore, that we 
poſſeſs the form of a Church, though in 
itſelf the pureſt in the world, if the Spirit 
which ought to animate it be departed 
from us. And he znũſt be a ſtranger to 
the actual ſtate of Chriſtianity i in this 
country, who does not ſee ground for 
ſimilar charges to be brought againſt the 
members of our Church, which were 
| heretofore brought againſt thoſe of the 
eaſtern Churches ; ; that we have left 
— 8 that \ we are neither cold 
eue ce Lach, and Heres with goods, | 
| i S „ and 


* 
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and chat they bows mere of er. 


| L a am, "raking, * not wide from, the 
truth. Fe 
Many. — are, coubtles, 6p Ron 
| not bowed the knee to Baal; who have 
not offered incenſe. to the idols which 
this world has ſet up; who lament i in ſe- 
cret the declining cauſe of religion; and, 
in looking forward to future events, ex- 
| perience a ſenſation fimilar i in ſome. de- 
gree to that felt by our Saviour, when he 
wept. over Jeruſalem, upon the foreſight - 
of its approaching deſtruction. Would 
to God that the number of ſuch Chrif- 
tians might. be dai * increaſed. But when 
we conſider, as we are in duty bound. 
that the honour, of, God. ſeems to. be no 
longer an object of. national concern; 
* the views of; our ſtateſmen hong 
bk FG Es confined. 
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| confined for the moſt part to the jarring 


intereſts of this world; thoſe fins of per- 


_ jury, adultery, blaſphemy,- and profane» 
neſs, which offer immediate inſult to the 


Majeſty: of Heaven, receive no effectual - 
check from. the legiſlature + 2 When we 


_ conſider, that modern education is calcu- 


lated to make our children, not ſo much 


| ſound members of the Chriſtian Church, 
as to fit them for a creditable appearance 


in the diflipated circles of faſhionable ſo- 
ciety; we cannot but feel ſeriouſly ap- 


prehenſive, that in conſequence of each 
riſing age becoming more looſe in opinion 


and practice than its. preceding one, this 
Chriſtian nation ſhould be in that ſtate of 
gradual decline from the ſtandard. of pri- 
mitive perfection, which, if not counter= 


acted, mu end in a bowl ſe paration. from 
its God. 


We have ſeen the fatal LI FIRM of 4 


this ruinous ſyſtem. of education in a 
neighbouring country, the manners -of 
which, unhappily for ourſelves, we have 
| long n top eager to mh. 

We 


q 
[ 


other. eee 
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| We trace but too plainly the Petre 
| F it among ourſelves, in that gradual 
wear ing away of religious habits, in that 
8 dating neglect of Church ordinances, in 
that contemptuous diſregard /6f ſolemn 
ſeaſons, and that faſhionable proſtitution 
of time, which our wiſer forefathers em- 
ployed in private exetciſes; as if Chriſtians 
of the preſent day were eager to adopt 
the earlieſt means calculated to counteract 
every ſetibus impreſſion, which the public 
: ſervice of religion was defi igned to make 
upon them: a progreſs, the neceſſary re- 
ſult of that general diffipation of mind, 
Which, by looſening every principle, and 
paralizing every Chriſtian feeling, pre- 
pares the way for that cold and comfort- 
leſs ſtate of infidelity, in which man per- 
ſuades himſelf that he is an inhabitant 
only of this world, becauſe his engage- 
ments in it have indiſpoſed him to look 


forward to any eee, ee in an- 


The religion ad chotality of a country 


pught to conſtitute objects of primary 
confider- 
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conſideration with all -Jegiſladoni'; ; from 
the cbnvidtion, that: righteouſneſs doth 
not more certainly exalt a nation, than 
doth the corruption conſequent upon 
irreligion 3 the nen to its man | 
Downs che e ak; a be 0 
Nane -we ſee the effect which this cor- 
ruption has produced, and is ſtill produ- 
ing upon ſociety. Its contagion, there 
is too much reaſon to fear, is rapidly 
ſpreading in this country. In any degree 
to counteract it, requires the joint and 
determined exertion of the magiſtrate, the 
divine, and the parent. Indeed, if there 
ever was a ſeaſon, which rendered indiſ- 
penſible the exertion of all good men 
in the cauſe of religion, the preſent is 
that ſeaſon ; when each in his ſtation 
ſhould be zealouſly engaged in ſtopping 
the further progreſs of national degene- 
racy; remembring, that the only way 
to ſecure God's protection, is *© to fear 
him, and to ſerve him in truth with all 
our eee 1 Sam. i. 
it - ä 


© 2 FS: FALL r 

. Theſe: ars eventful aa im- 
portant page in the great hiſtory of the 
world is now before us. How far this 
nation may be concerned in the contents 
of it, God only knows. But it is ſuffi· 

cient for us to know, that if the Chriſtian 

religion is to be preſetved in this country, 
the proſeſſors of it muſt be in ert 

A upon the ſubject. Poſſeſſing the form 

1 of the Church, we muſt alſo poſſeſs that 
 Gndtifying influence of the Holy Spirit, 
which was deſigned to accompany it; 
uithout which, woe are in the condition 
of the Church of Sardis mentioned in tho 

| Revelations, we have a name that we 

tors onde? Rev. ij. . 

To this end, in conformity to the ad 
= |. Liebe the prophet, we muſt ſtand in 
| the ways, and aſk for the. old paths, 
where is the good way, and walk there 

0 1 and x we-ſhall find reſt unto our ſouls.” 

WV And may that God, who 
: In all the-kinodoms che world; 
ho putteth down one and ſetteth up 
another, that Being, « whoſe counſel 
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ſhall ſtand, and who will do all his plea» 
ſure; may He, of his grace ſo govern 
the hearts of the people of this land; that 
* they may know, at leaſt in this their 
day, the things which belong unto their 
PEACE, before they are hid from ny 
N | 
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A GUIDE to the CHURCH; in ſeveral 
Diſcourſes: To which are added, TW O POS T- 
SCRIPTS; the firſt, to thoſe Members of the 
Church who occaſionally frequent other Places of 
public Worſhip; the ſecond, to the Clergy. 8vo. 7 5. 
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